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Disclaimer 

The terms Family Medicine and Primary Care are used interchangeably 

in the context of this newsletter and program. 
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Introduction & Objectives 

The number of medical graduates exceeds the available residency training positions  

leaving the vast majority of graduates without residency training. This lack of  

postgraduate training makes General Practitioners more likely to look for jobs  

within the Ministry of Health and often work in rural areas without mentoring  

or academic support.  

Training these gatekeepers of the health care system is presumed to have a tremendous  

benefit on the whole system leading to better diagnosis, management, patient  

satisfaction and less referrals, which means less exhaustion of health care resources 

 in several Governmental, Army/Public defender and Refugees international organizations. 

The overarching goal of the FMDP is to improve the overall health of the Jordanians  

while decreasing healthcare costs. 

The training is a comprehensive patient-centered program with a valuable hands-on  

experience in an outpatient setting under the supervision of highly qualified Family  

Medicine consultants and professors. 

 

 

 

This project is synergistic with other EU 

initiatives in Jordan and the entire region. 

Many projects are currently focused on a similar idea of 

improving the level of training in higher education. 
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The duration of the project is 3 years starting from 2021.

 

The project timeline 

Preparation Phase-2021 

Work Packages (WP) 1-2 

Done! 

Development Phase-2022 

Work Packages 3-4 

Done! 

Development Phase-2022 

Work Package 5 

In progress 

Development Phase-2022 

Work Package 6 

In progress...July 2022 

Development Phase-2022 

Work Package 7 

Not yet! 

Development Phase-2022 

Work Package 8 

In January 2023 
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First steps…. Getting the accreditation  
 
Several meetings were held between the 

project’s coordinator and the 

accreditation bodies in Jordan 

including Jordan Medical Council 

(JMC) and Ministry of Health (MOH) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Adnan Abdallat, Director of 

the JMC 

Meeting the minister of health, 
and the head of Family Medicine 

training at the MOH 
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The project at the national level in Jordan  

 

Under the patronage of the President of the Hashemite University, Prof. 

Dr. Fawaz Al-Abdulhaq Al-Zboun, a stakeholders meeting was held for 

the ERASMUS PLUS Family Medicine Diploma Program at Landmark 

Hotel, Amman on July 29th, 2021.  

The meeting was attended by representatives of the ERASMUS PLUS office (via 

video communication technology), and representatives of the six participating 

European and Jordanian universities, the Jordanian Ministry of Health, the 

UNRWA, the Jordanian Medical Association, the Family Medicine Society and 

the private sector. 

 

The meeting was inaugurated by the welcoming speech of Dr. Al-Zboun stating 

the importance of the project in improving health care. 

Prof. Dr. Ahmed Abu Al Haija, the Director of Erasmus+ Jordan, talked about the 

projects supported by the European Union that are ongoing or had been 

completed and their impact on higher education in Jordan. 

Dr. Amjad Al-Shdeifat, the project coordinator, gave an overview of the project 

and its importance in enhancing the level of primary health care in Jordan. 

         At the end, an open discussion took place about the project and 

suggestions were given for the optimal design solution for the project. 
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           The FMDP  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jordan TV hosting Dr. Amjad Al-Shdeifat to talk about the idea and objectives of 

the program, September 29, 2021 
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Serving the local community 

 

 

Around ten Jordanian doctors from different 

medical centers and organizations attended 

the training workshop in Primary Health 

Care at UNRWA HQ-Amman in October, 

2021. 

This workshop came in the framework of 

advancing the Jordanian doctors working in 

the primary health care sector. Dr. Amjad AL 

Shdaifat; the coordinator of the Family 

Medicine Diploma Programme (FMDP) 

project, coordinated the workshop as one of 

the project objectives.  

UNRWA is one of the stakeholders aspiring 

to be involved in the project in the near 

future.    
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Dissemination in the local conferences  
 

A Special Talk about Family Medicine Diploma Program Project 

"Primary Health Care Diploma" was presented by Dr. Amjad Shdaifat 

during The 13th Conference of Jordan Society of Family Medicine on 

November 4th, 2021 at the Crown Plaza Hotel/ Dead Sea 
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Cluster Meeting: CBHE management: challenges & 
solutions  
Time: November 8th, 2021 
Place: Landmark Hotel, Amman 
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Cluster Meeting 
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The Netherlands visit attendees included the Jordanian partners (Amjad Al Shdaifat/HU,  

Ben Colton/HU, Lana Halaseh/UJ, Adi Khasawaneh/JUST, Thekrayat Al Quran/JUST),  

and the European partners (Anita Berlin/QMUL, Safiya Virji/QMUL,  

Birgitte Schoemakers/KU Leuven, and Alexandra Van Landuyt/KU Leuven.  

 

The Netherlands team of the Radboud University consisted of Marleen Jiskoot-vanEwijk,  

Guus Busser and Janet Kooper.  

 

On the first day, a tour of Radboud Medical Center and campus in Nijmegen was led  

by the Netherlands team introducing partners to the head of the international  

department discussing an array of exchange programs and partnerships  

with medical departments from international universities.  

 

Another tour of a Family Health Center was concluded by a presentation on  

the organization of healthcare in the Netherlands, specifically as it pertained  

to the Family Health sector.   

 

 
 
 

The Netherlands visit/ May 9-12: Staff Training at Radboud UMC- 

Nijmegen/ Netherlands. WP 5 

Getting to know the Dutch Primary Health Care 
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Training the trainers session was conducted by GP trainers who are mostly  

psychologists helping GPs with issues arising from their time with the trainees.   

Examples from that week were discussed and beneficial approaches were given 

by the GP trainers. 

Another workshop included a presentation on the history of GP training in the 

Netherlands  

followed by small group discussions on family medicine in an international 

setting. The groups consisted of the project 

partners and GPs from South Africa and the 

Netherlands. 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Management meetings are always fruitful 

when they are face-to-face ;) 

 

 

 

 

Training of Tutors 
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 The Hashemite University    

https://hu.edu.jo/cbhe/index.aspx?typ=16&unitid=70000001  

 

The University of Jordan  

http://www.ju.edu.jo/Lists/EUProjects/Disp_form_new.aspx?ID=28 

 

Jordan University of Science and Technology 

https://www.just.edu.jo/Deanships/DeanshipofResearch/Pages/display.aspx?List=News&SID=36  

 

Queen Mary University of London      

https://www.qmul.ac.uk/ihse/news/family-medicine-diploma-program-project/  

Katholieke University Leuven 

https://www.kuleuven.be/global/projects/impact/index  

Radboud University Medical Center news  

https://us12.campaign-archive.com/?e=__test_email__&u=11ca61470f19f06c19c963e93&id=279517d650  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Latest news can be found on the partners’ institutions websites  

 

https://hu.edu.jo/cbhe/index.aspx?typ=16&unitid=70000001
http://www.ju.edu.jo/Lists/EUProjects/Disp_form_new.aspx?ID=28
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.just.edu.jo%2FDeanships%2FDeanshipofResearch%2FPages%2Fdisplay.aspx%3FList%3DNews%26SID%3D36&data=05%7C01%7Cl.halaseh%40ju.edu.jo%7C37a6911b73f64629107308da68b8973c%7C05405dba373c4e20a30e3e6fcf507cfe%7C1%7C0%7C637937439260848600%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zaEBgYTY4Mj9%2BlPaUg%2FY1m%2B1l3rkJ1yVRvO6iqaO3ok%3D&reserved=0
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/ihse/news/family-medicine-diploma-program-project/
https://www.kuleuven.be/global/projects/impact/index
https://us12.campaign-archive.com/?e=__test_email__&u=11ca61470f19f06c19c963e93&id=279517d650
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        Kee p you rse l f  up dated  b y  fo l lo win g  th ese  l in ks  

 

The official website: https://hu.edu.jo/cbhe/Default.aspx  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Primary-Health-Care-  

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/feed /  

Email: medicinefamily2021@gmail.com        

 

 

 

The European Commission's support for the production of this publication does not constitute an endorsement of the contents, 

which reflect the views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the 

information contained therein. 
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